Name __________________________
Middle East Ethnic & Religious Groups Study Guide


1. What are at least 5 characteristics that each group shares in common? (Ethnic & Religious Groups reading, T-Chart)
	Ethnic Groups
	Religious Groups

	1. Language
	1. God(s)/beliefs 

	2. Food
	2. Holy Book

	3. Clothing/Way they dress
	3. Holidays

	4. Traditions
	4. Place of Worship

	5. Ancestors 
	5. Founder


2. What are the three major ethnic groups found in the Middle East? (Middle East Ethnic Groups Chart)
· Arabs
· Kurdish
· Persians
3. Decide if the following are TRUE or FALSE (circle one). IF THE STATEMENT IS FALSE, WRITE A SENTENCE TO CORRECT IT! (Middle East Ethnic Groups Chart)
· True or False: Kurds are the largest religious group in Southwest Asia.

Correction? Arabs are the largest ethnic group in SW Asia.
· True or False:  Most Arabs are Jewish.
Correction? Most Arabs are Muslim. 
· True or False:  Muslims are the largest ethnic group in Southwest Asia.
Correction? Arabs are the largest ethnic group in SW Asia. 
4. Define, in your OWN words, each of the following terms: 
· monotheistic: The belief in ONE God.
· polytheistic: The belief in MORE THAN ONE God.
5. List the three major religions in the Middle East & what their followers are called: (Ethnic & Religious Groups Reading) 
· Religion:    Islam   
                          Follower:   Muslim
· Religion: Christianity                  
Follower: Christians
· Religion: Judaism                       
Follower: Jews or Jewish
6. Each of the three religions is based on the teachings of a different person. List the three teachers/founders & which religion they started. (Middle East Religions Comparison Chart)
· Religion: Islam                           
Founder: Muhammad 
· Religion: Christianity         
             Founder: Jesus
· Religion: Judaism


Founder: Abraham 
7. Which of the three religions was the first monotheistic religion? Who was the first monotheist (person)? (Middle East Religions Comparison Chart)
· Judaism


          (religion)

· Abraham



  (person)

8. List each major religion and its sacred text (holy book): (Middle East Religions Comparison Chart)
· Religion: Islam



  Sacred text: Koran
· Religion: Christianity

                Sacred text: Bible
· Religion: Judaism



  Sacred text: Torah
9. List the 3 religions in chronological order from oldest to youngest. (Middle East Religions Comparison Chart)
1) Judaism      2) Christianity

3) Islam
10. Which religion(s) are the 10 Commandments important to? (Middle East Religions Comparison Chart)
Judaism & Christianity 
11. List the Five Pillars of Islam. Write one sentence to describe each. (Middle East Religions Comparison Chart) 
· __________Faith
· ____________Prayer
· ____________Charity
· _____________Fasting
· ________Pilgrimage
12. What are at least 4 ways that Judaism, Islam, & Christianity are ALL similar?

· Monotheistic
· Started in SW Asia
· Heritage to Abraham 
· Holy Place in Jerusalem 
13. What are the two major Muslim groups? 
· Sunni
· Shi’a
14. What major disagreement caused Islam to split into these two separate groups? (Sunni & Shia reading, Venn diagram) 
They disagree on how the leaser should be chosen.

15. Explain how the literacy rate affects the standard of living in Southwest Asia. Must write one full paragraph—minimum of 4-5 complete sentences. (Literacy Rate & Standard of Living Chart/Questions) 
Higher literacy rates lead to more wealth!
